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This document forms part of a suite of documents which 
together comprise the Cranborne Chase and West 
Wiltshire Downs AONB Historic Environment Action Plans. 

The HEAPs provide a summary of the key characteristics of the historic environment of the AONB at 
a landscape scale, they then set out the significance, condition and forces for change affecting the 
historic fabric and character of this special landscape and identify proactive actions to conserve and 
enhance these special characteristics. These summaries are divided into two groups:

1. Summaries of the historic environment of the AONB by area
2. Summaries of the historic environment of the AONB by theme

These core documents are accompanied by documents which provide background information, 
supplementary information and detail on the methodologies used to create these documents. 

A series of icons help you navigate this suite of documents:

Background - Provides an introduction to the AONB Historic Environment 
Action Plans and provides background information on the history and 
archaeology of the landscape (B1 to B10)

Area - Summarises key characteristics of discrete geographical areas 
within the AONB, they then set out the  significance, condition and forces 
for change affecting the historic fabric and character of each area and 
identify proactive actions to conserve and enhance its characteristics  
(A1 to A12)

Theme - Summarises key characteristics of historic environment themes, 
each document then sets out the  significance, condition and forces for 
change affecting the historic fabric and character of each theme and 
identify proactive actions to conserve and enhance its characteristics  
(T1 to T14)

Supplementary - A series of documents which explore supplementary 
issues of relevance to the Historic Environment Action Plans (S1 to S2)

Method - Introduces the methodology behind the production of the 
Historic Environment Action Plans (M1 to M3)
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 Theme statements which summarise key characteristics of the historic 
environment of topics of particular relevance to the AONB landscape. 

 
 Supplementary documents which explore issues of relevance to the HEAPs. 

 
 Method documents which provide guidance on the methodology behind the 

production of the HEAPs. 
 
In the majority of cases the first documents of interest will be either the statement 
relating to the geographic area of interest or a theme statement relating to a particular 
subject or topic of interest. 
 
Background Documents 
 
These provide an introduction to the AONB Historic Environment Action Plans and 
provide background information on the history and archaeology of the landscape. 
 
 

 

Introducing the Cranborne Chase 
and West Wiltshire Downs AONB 
Historic Environment Action Plans 
 

Introduces the concept of Historic 
Environment Action Plans and 
describes the AONB HEAPs 

 

Description of the Archaeology of 
the AONB by time period 

Describes the main historic and 
archaeological features present in the 
AONB by time period. 
 

 

History of Archaeological 
Discovery 

Describes the history of research into 
the archaeology of the AONB. 
  

 

Land Use Describes past and present patterns of 
land use in the AONB. 
 

 

Local Distinctiveness Discusses the relationship between 
the archaeology and history of the 
AONB and the concept of local 
distinctiveness. 
 

 

People in the Landscape Outlines the main historical people and 
families associated with the AONB 
landscape. 
 

 

Major Historical Events, Trends 
and Fashions 

Overview of the historical events and 
fashions which have had a landscape 
scale impact on the AONB. 
 

 

Designated Heritage Assets 
 
 

Describes the nature, and extent of 
designated heritage assets in the 
AONB. 
 

 

Full list of Historic Environment 
Actions 

Provide an overview of Actions 
identified for the AONB landscape. 
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References and Glossary Full list of bibliographic references and 
glossary 

 
 
Area Statements 
 
These summarise the key characteristics of twelve discrete geographical areas within 
the AONB based on Historic Landscape Characterisation information. They then set 
out the significance, condition and forces for change affecting the historic fabric and 
character of each area and identify proactive actions to conserve and enhance its 
characteristics. 
 

Figure Two: Map of the Historic Landscape Character Areas 
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Area One: Longleat to Penselwood Hills and Kilmington Common 
 
 

 

Area Two: Sutton Veny, Cold Kitchen Hill and Zeals Knoll 
 
 

 

Area Three: Chalk River Valleys 
 
 

 

Area Four: Northern Wylye and Ebble Valley Sides 
 
 

 

Area Five: West Wiltshire Downs 
 
 

 

Area Six: Great Ridge and Grovely Woods 
 
 

 

Area Seven: Fovant Terrace and and the area between Chalbury and 
Woodlands 
 

 

Area Eight: Chalk Escarpments  
 
 

 

Area Nine: Vale of Wardour 
 
 

 

Area Ten: Wooded Chalk Downland of the Cranborne Chase and 
Chetterwood 
 
 

 

Area Eleven: Downland Hills 
 
 

 

Area Twelve: Southern Downland Belt 
 
 

 
Theme Statements 
 
These documents summarise the key characteristics of historic environment themes of 
particular relevance to the AONB landscape, and identify proactive actions to conserve 
and enhance its characteristics 
 

 

Theme One: Ancient Boundaries and Land Ownership 
 
 

 

Theme Two: Farms and Farming 
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Theme Three: Fields in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Four: Historic Parks and Gardens in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Five: Hunting Landscapes 
 
 

 

Theme Six: Industry in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Seven: Landscapes of Militarism, Commemoration & Defence 
 
 

 

Theme Eight: Landscapes of Prehistory 
 
 

 

Theme Nine: Open Land 
 
 

 

Theme Ten: Routeways in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Eleven: Settlement in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Twelve: Water in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Thirteen: Woodland and Trees in the Landscape 
 
 

 

Theme Fourteen: Historic Features of Local Value 
 
 

 
Supplementary Documents 
 
A series of documents which explore supplementary issues of relevance to the Historic 
Environment Action Plans  
 

 

Planning and Historic Landscape 
Character: A guide for the 
Cranborne Chase and West 
Wiltshire Downs  AONB 
 

This document uses a series of case 
studies to demonstrate how Historic 
Environment Action Plans can add 
value to spatial policy and application 
decisions within the constituent Local 
Planning Authorities 
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Forces for change operating on 
the  historic environment of the 
Cranborne Chase and West 
Wiltshire Downs AONB at a 
landscape scale and their past, 
current and future impacts 

Details the forces for change impacting 
upon the key historic and 
archaeological characteristics of the 
AONB. 

 
Method 
 
Introduces the methodology behind the production of the Historic Environment Action 
Plans and provides guidance for other Protected Landscapes (AONBs and National 
Parks). 
 

 

Creating Historic 
Environment Action Plans 
for Protected Landscapes 
 

This document sets out the relevance and 
appropriateness of Historic Environment Action 
Plans to Protected Landscapes 

 

Creating and Describing 
Historic Environment 
Areas 

Documents the methodology used for 
identifying,  creating, and describing Historic 
Environment Character Areas for the AONB 
Landscape 
 

 

Creating and Describing 
Historic Environment 
Theme 

Documents the methodology used for 
identifying,  and describing Historic 
Environment Themes for the AONB Landscape 
 

 

Further Information 
 
For further information on this project you can: 
 

 Explore the suite of documents forming the CCWWD AONB Historic 
Environment Action Plan  

 Visit the project website www.historiclandscape.co.uk  
 Contact the office of the Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB 

by: 
 

- emailing info@cranbornechase.org.uk 
- phoning 01725 517417 
- writing to AONB Office, 4 Castle Street, Cranborne, Dorset,     BH21 

5PZ 
 
 

Version 1 December 2010. Written by Emma Rouse, HEAP Officer 
© Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs AONB 

 
All photographs copyright AONB office; Nick Smith; Tracy Rich & Carolyn White 

All Map content property of the AONB Office 
All base mapping with the permission of the Ordnance Survey 
 © Crown Copyright. All Rights Reserved (100049050) 2010. 
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Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Historic Environment Action Plans

This document forms part of a suite of documents which 
together comprise the Cranborne Chase and West Wiltshire 

Downs AONB Historic Environment Action Plans, or HEAPs for 
short. The HEAPs provide a summary of the key characteristics 

of the historic environment of the AONB at a landscape scale, 
they then set out the  significance, condition and forces for 

change affecting the historic fabric and character of this special 
landscape and identify proactive actions to conserve and 

enhance these special characteristics.

www.historiclandscape.co.uk

AONB Office, 
4 Castle Street, 

Cranborne, 
BH21 5PZ

Tel: 01725 517417
email: info@cranbornechase.org.uk

www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk

http://www.historiclandscape.co.uk
http://www.historiclandscape.co.uk
http://www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk
http://www.historiclandscape.co.uk
http://www.ccwwdaonb.org.uk



